
WARNING: 
Do not drink tap water 
without boiling it first! 

 
 
! Fecal coliform 
! E. coli bacteria 
! Other:  _____________________________ 
 
were detected in the water supply on: 
(date)___________________. 
 
Boiling kills bacteria and other organisms in 
the water: 
 

• Bring water to a boil 
• Continue boiling for 3-5 minutes 
• Let water cool before using 

 
To avoid possible illness:  use boiled or 
purchased bottled water for drinking, making 
ice, brushing teeth, washing dishes, and food 
preparation until further notice. 
 
Contact your doctor, if you experience one 
or more of these symptoms:  nausea, 
cramps, diarrhea, jaundice, headache and/or 
fatigue.  People with chronic illnesses, infants 
and the elderly may be at higher risk and 
should seek medical advice. 
 
Water System: _________________________ 
I.D.: __________________________________ 
County: ______________________________ 
Contact: ______________________________ 
Telephone: ____________________________ 
Date notice distributed: _________________ 
 
 

See reverse side for more information 
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What is fecal coliform and E. coli? 
 
Fecal coliform and E. coli are bacteria whose 
presence indicates that the water may be 
contaminated with human or animal wastes.  
Microbes in these waters can cause short-term 
effects, such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea, 
headaches or other symptoms.  They may pose 
a special health risk for infants, young children, 
some of the elderly, and people with severely 
comprised immune systems. 
 
How long will this warning be in effect? 
 
We will consult with the Washington State 
Department of Health about this incident.  We 
will notify you when you no longer need to boil 
the water. 
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